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Manners and Customs of the Inhabitants of the Alau- 
ritius. 


HE isle of France was an absolute desert when Mas- 

caregnas discovered it. The French, who first established 
themselves there, were certain planters from the isle of Bour- 
bon, who brought with them simplicity of manners, good faith, 
an hospitable disposition, and an indiffereuce for riches. M. 
de la Bourdonnais, who may, in some degree, be considered 
as the founder of this colony, brought some workmen along 
with him. When, however, he had rendered this island inte- 
resting by his labours, and it was thought convenient as a staple 
for their commerce of the Indies, persons of all conditions 
settled in it. 

The ageuts of the company, who possessed all the princi- 
pal employments in the island, exercised too much of 
that financial disposition, which is discouraging to those who 
are employed in cultivating the earth. The whole of 
the public establishment was at their disposal; they, at the 
same time, controlled the police, the civil administration, 
andthe magazines of the island; some of them cleared the 
land and built houses, all of which they disposed of at a 
vely high price, to those who had ventured hither in hope of 
advancing their fortune. There was consequently a great out- 
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cry against them; but the power was in their hands, and com. 
plaint was of no avail. 

Several persons in the marine service of the Trench India 
Company settled here. They had long complained, that 
while they encountered. dangers, and suffered fatigues, in 
support of the East Indian commerce, others acquired the 
emoluments of it. As this settlement was so near to Ladia, 
a sanguine hope of advantage from fixing in it, animated their 
minds, and they becaine its inhabitants. 

Several military officers of the company artived here; 
they were very respectable persons, and some of them 
distinguished for their birth. ‘They could not imagine that 
an officer would debase himself so far as to receive orders 
from a man who bad formerly been a clerk in a compting- 
house, though he might condescend to receive their pay. 
Nor did they like the sailors, who are too peremptory in their 
manners. On becoming inhabitants, they retained tieir origi- 
nal disposition, and consequently did not advance their for- 
tunes. 

Some of the king’s regiments put in here, and made some 
stay ; while several of the oflicers, allured by the beauty of 
the climate, and the love of repose, were induced to establish 
themselves in the island: but every thing was at the disposi- 
tion, and submitted to the power of the company. 

The inhabitants were also increased by the arrival of some 
missionaries of the order St. Lazarus. 

‘lo complete the settlement of this island, some mer- 
chants, with small capitals, arrived, and found it without com- 
merce. These people augmented the abuses of money jobs 
bing, which.ihey found already established, and employed 
themselves in forming petty monopolies: they soon became 
obnoxious, and obtained the name of Banians or Jews. On 
the other hand they affected to despise any particular dis 
tinctions of the inhabitants, and were fond of propagatiag the 
opinion, that, after having passed the line, a general equality 
prevailed, 

Such was the situation of this colony when it was ceded to 
the king io the year 1765, 

Oue part of the inhabitents, who were attached to the com- 
pany from gratitude, beheld with pain a royal administration ; 
while the other part, who had so long looked for the favour 
from anew government, seeing it principally occupied in 
plons of economy, were propuriionably chagrincd and «ise 
appointed, 

lle soldiers furnish a considerable number of workmen, 
as the moderaie heat permits the white people to work iw the 
open an; though they nave nut been rendered so bein ficial 
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tothe edlony as they might have been, ina more enlarged 
disposition of their capacities. 

Though the sea-faring people are always going and com- 
ing, they have, nevertheless, a considerable influence on the 
manners of the colony. Their policy is to complain alike of 
the places which they left, and of those at which they ar- 
rive; they have always bought too dear and sold too cheap, 
and think they are ruined if they do not gain an hondred 
and fifty per cent. An hogshead of claret costs five hun- 
dred livres, and every thing else in proportion. It is scarcely 
credible, that the merchandize of Europe is dearer heie than 
jn India; and that Indian cominodities fetch a higher price 
here than in Europe. ‘The maritime people are so neces- 
sary to the inhabitants, that they are held in great con- 
sideration. 

The greater partof the married people live on their planta- 
tions; and the womeu seldom visit the town, but when 
they are tempted by a ball, or called to perform some essen= 
tialdaties of their religion. They are passionately fond of 
dancing ; and no sooner is a ball announced than they come 
in their palankeens from every quarter, as the roads will not ad- 
wit of wheel carriages. 

The women have but little colour, but they are well made, 
and in general handsome. Nature has given them a con- 
siderable portion of wit and vivacity ; and if their edaca- 
tion were not neglected, their socicty would be very agreea- 
ble: they are very fond mothers; and if they ever fail in 
fidelity to the marriage vow, it is too often owing to the in- 
difference of their husbands, or to the Parisian manners which 
have been introduced among them. Their ordinary dress is 
fine muslin, lined with rose-coloured taffetas. 

They possess, in a great degree, the more estimable do- 
Imestic qualities: they seldom or never drink any thing 
but water, and their cleanliness is extreme. Their children 
are never confined in swaddling clothes, but run about al- 
most as scon as they are born; they are often bathed, and 
allowed to eat fruit at their own discretion. As they are left 
eatirely to themselves, and are uncontrolled by the superin- 
tendance of education, they soon become strong and robust, 
aud their temperament advances in proportion. The females 
a sometimes married at eleven years of age. 

There are about four hundred planters in this island, and 
about an hundred women of superior rank, not more than ten 
% whom live in the town. On firing the evening gun at eight 
*clock, every one retires to his own habitation. 
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INTERESTING TRIALS. 


COURT OF CHANCERY, 





January 19, 1815. 
FAMILY PLATE. 


MORRISON 0. ORCHARD. 


N this ease the husband of Lady Orchard, the defendant, 
left by will his mansion, named Stoke Abbey, with the 
plate, furniture, and books, for her use and enjoyment during 
life. Ather death the testator willed that the same should 
descend to the plaintiff, his nephew, who finding that the de- 
fendant had sold and exchanged part of the service of plate 
for her sole advantage, obtained an injunction to restrain the 
Jady from disposing of more of the plate, and removing the 
remainder from the magsion. 

Mr. Hart this day, in behalf of Lady Orchard, applied 
to the lord chancellor to dissolve the injunction, princi- 
pally onthe ground that the plate was her own property, 
purchased by herself, and acknowledged to be her’s by her 
deceased husband. Inher answer she set forth that she re- 
ceived a legacy of 1000). left by her mother. About the year 
1774, she purchased with it several articles of the service of 
plate, and it was understood that the same was allowed by 
the testator to be her property. In 1773, she became in- 
titled to a valunble diamond necklace from her aunt, a lady 
named Perkins, which was exchanged to Messrs. Rundel and 
Bridges for other articles. The defendant also sold a silver 
epergne and waiter, exclusively her property, to purchase 
other articles of the service. She was possessed of diamond 
buckles, which she sold to increase the plate, and she be- 
lieved the greater partof the service of plite mentioned in the 
testator’s will, to be her own property. Mr. Hart contended 
that the injunction could not be applied, as Mrs. Orchard 
claimed the property on the ground that she had purchased the 
same with her own money. The injunction ought to be dis- 
solved, and if this lady was not entitled to dispose of all the 
plate, she might be called on to pay an equivalent in damages, 
it would be seen also in her answer, that the produce of part 
of the plate had been applied to pay off arrears of property- 
tax incurred by her deceased husband. 

Sir S. Ramilly said jt was clear this lady was not entitled 
to any part of the plate. With respect to the testator’s 
debt for property-tax, that matter had belonged to the execus 
tors. 
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tors. His lordship would seein the first place that this plate 
could not be her property, because the testator had left 
it, after her death, to his nephew. | The plaintiff had not 
an idea that it was sold until going into the shop of Runa- 
dell and Bridges. He saw the family arms on some plate, 
and then he found the lady had disposed of it. No part of 
this property was the defendant’s, except those articles which 
were her own personal ornaments. It must have been the 
property of her husband. Tie testator ia his will had directed 
that the plate, household goods, and books, in Stoke Ab- 
bey, should be kept to go with the mansion to the person. to, 
whom he gave it afterthe death of Mrs, Orchard, who could 
have no ground for claiming it as her sole and separate pros 
perty. She could not tke under the will and against it at 
thesame time. On the whole there was no pretence for dise 
solving the injunction. 

The lord chancellor said, he could not regard the asser- 
tion, that the disposal of family plate described in a will, 
might be a circumstance of damages. Ii a man gave his 
plate, books, and furniture, toa relation, his object was, that 
the same should be given. He did not leave such articles to be 
changed at the fancy of others. They bad no right to’ give 
in this way any plate but the tesiator’s. The court had uni- 
formly preserved the intention of every testator with respect 
tofamily plate. ‘The real question was, whether the testator 
had permitted his plaie to be disposed of. The court might 
perhaps hold that this lady had nota right to dispose of it. 
On the question of the power a wife might have over the 
property of her husband, his lordship had gone as far as 
possible; but be had no hesitation in saying this was a case 
in which nosuch question could arise. The testator had said, 
all the plate in my house I give io my wife for her life, and 
alter her death to the person who is to receive it. She could 
not say she would take under this will what he did not give, 
Vader all the circumstances, his lordship was of opinion, that 
the sale of the plate ought to be restrained, and that he could 
not dissolve the injunction. 

COURT OF KING’S BENCH, 
Michaelmas Term, 1814, 
MANDAMUS—OFFICE OF SEXTON. 

MR. TADDY moved for a rule to shew cause, why a 

Mandainus should not issue tothe widow of the late sexton of 


the parish church of Godalming, in Surrey, commanding 
her 
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her to deliver up the key of the church to the person -noy 
elected to the office. 1t was alieged in the affidavit, that the 





office was exercised by one of the late incumbent's sons, 
and that the widow was desirous of keeping the office in her 
own family. 

Lord Ellenborough—Have you any precedeut of amandamis 
being granted in such a case? 

Mr. ‘Paddy said, he had made diligent search for an instance 
of the kiad, but without success. It was only the deten. 
tion of the key, and the interruption of the present sexton 
an the exercise of his functions, of which the affidavits com. 
plained, 

Lord Ellenvborough—ft is not a subject with respect to 
which the court has been in the practice of granting a man. 
damus. [tis not the ensign of any office—like a mace; it 
is only a key. Send for the blacksmith instead of the at. 
torney, and he ill make you another; and that will be suffi. 
cient to satisfy you, | suppose. If we give you a rule we 
should be obliged to discharge it. It would be making a pre 
ecedent which we would rather avoid. 

Mr. Taddy—lt is stated, that the office is at present exercised 
by one of her sons. 

Lord Ellenborough—The moment you feel any difficulty 
in exercising the office, and if there is any disturbance in the 
church, bring an action against them for the disturbance— 
Ruie refused. 


SLANDER—PROOF OF ALLEGATION. 
Higgins v. Cogswell. 


Mr. Serjeant Lens moved for a rule to shew cause, why 
the non-suit in this case should not be set aside, and a new 
trial granted. The case was tried before Mr. Justice Dampier 
at the jast Salisbury assizes, and was an action for slan- 
dering the plaivtiif, in bis business of a carpenter and sworn 
appraiser. The declaration conciuded by averring a special 
ds nage, in that a certain person ceased to employ him ia a 
certain business. The evidence only went to prove, that he acted 
a3 an appraiser, and there was no proof that he was a sworn 
one ; upon whici the learned judge held, that a material allega- 
tion was not proved, and directed anon suit. ‘Ihe learned 
serjea: tnow submitied, that the action might be sustained with 
out refereace to the special damage, and that, though that 
should fail, still there was enough to support the aciioa ; for ihe 
declaration alleged, that the plaintiff was a carpenter, aad that 
the defendant, speaking of him in that trade, said, © that he 
was 
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yas araseal and a rogue, and had robbed him of 5ul.” Is 
was enough to prove all the allegations to support this charge, 
aod it was of no moment to it that the plaintiff had also‘averred 
that he was a sworn appraiser. 

The court granted the rule, and when the learned judge, 
sho tried the cause, came to read his report in Serjeant’s Ina 
Hall, he said he had great doubt whether the non-suit could 
be supported. There was a recent crown case on the prosecu- 
tion of the post-oilice, where the person prosecuted being 
« rider and post-boy,” it was held, that proof of his being 
a post-boy was sufficient to sustain the indictment for felony ; 
and the sentence of the law was carried into execution. A 
great deal of inconvenience would arise in not holding, that 
the proof in the present case would not do. Though he had 
some doubt at first, yet upon looking into the case siace, he 
thought the non-suit coald not be sustained, 

The rest of the judges agreeing, the rule for setting 
aside the non-suit, and granting a new trial, was made 
absolute. 





COURT OF COMMON PLEAS, 
February 16, 1815. 
DITCHBURN ¥. GOLDSMITH. 


THIS was an action between inhabitants of Gravesend, 
upon a wager Jaid by the defendant, who was a_ preacher 
of the doctrines of the late Joanna Southcott, of 200). te 
1001. that she would be delivered of a male child on or be- 
fore the Ist of November last. Before Mr. Serjeant Best 
could state the plaintiff’s case, Mr. Serjeant Onslow, for 
the defendant, objected on the grounds of indecency and 
ludicrousness that this action ought not to be tried, and 
cited Da Costa v. Jones (Cowp. 729.) which was a wager 
upon the sex of Chevalier D’Eon, ia which Lord Mansfield 
held such wagers void as would “ affect the interest or the 
feelings of a third person; for instance, that such woman 
has committed adultery, or that an eomarried womau has 
had a bastard. The learned serjeant added, that the sub- 
ject of the present wager, Jounna Southcott, was a single 
woman. 

Mr. Serjeant Best answered, that Lord Mansfield, in the 
Very case cited, said “ a wager whether the next child shail 
bea boy or avirl hurts no one >” and he should be able to 
Prove, that the defendant had, ia ene of his public lectures, 
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declared that Joanna Southcott was to be married by proxy, 
tha: the child might not be born a bastard. 


The Lord Chief Justice (Gibbs) said, his difficulty was not 


whether the present action was maintainable, but whether any 


judge had on that account refused to try a cause. 

Mr. Serjeant Onslow and Mr. Comyn, for the defendant, 
instanced Lord Loughborough, who in an action upon a 
wager “ whether there are more ways than 6 of nicking 
7 on the dice, allowing 7 to be the main and j1a nick fp 
7,” ordered the cause to be struck out of the paper; and 
the whole court of common pleas afterwards refused leave 
to restore it (2 H. B. 43): and Lord Ellenborough, who 
refused to try an action ona wager on a point of law in 
which the parties have no interest, aud the whole court of 
King’s bench afterwards agreed in the propricty of such refusal 
(2 Campb. 408). 

The Lord Chief Justice Gibbs stopped further argu. 
ment by saying, that he would suffer the cause to proceed, 
with a view of making an end of such cases, out of mercy to 
the parties. 

Mr. Serjeant Best then stated his case, and proved by 
William Gordon that the bet was made at Gravesend on 
the Sth of September last, and by Dr. Reece, that Joanna 
Sonthcott was never afterwerds delivered of any child. Upon 
cross-examination by Mr, Serjeant Ouslow, the Dr. said that 
he had never heard of her having a husband, and that she 
passed for a single woman. 

Lord C. J. Gibbs.—* Now that the wager involves the 
question of a single weman having a child, L won’t proceed 
with the cause.” 

Mr. Campbell (with Mr. Serjeant Best) suggested, that the 
woman herself gave out that she waswith child, and prophesied 
that that child would be a male, born before the Ist of Novem- 
ber. Were she aiive, therefore, she would have no right to 
complain of her feelings being burt. 

Lord Chief Justice Gibbs —* So [ am to try the ex- 
tentof a woman’s chastity and delicacy in an action upon 
#wager. I chose to wait’til! the fact of her being a single 
woman came out. ‘There is a wide difference between a 
wager, whether a married woman’s aext child shall be a boy 
ora girl, and whether a woman shall havea child at all. Cail 
the next cause.” 

The counsel then disputed how the present cause should 
be disposed of, the defendaut’s counsel pressing for a none 
suit, and the plaintifi’s propesing to withdraw a juror. 

The lord chief justice declined to' interfere, saying —“ [ re- 


fuse to go on”—and nothing was don: 
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ty; 
ot « Why should excuse be born, or e’er begot.” 
! SHAK. 
y 

Sir, 
i Know no talent, in the application of which some gentle. 
* men more excel, than in that of excusing; and when 


: [tell youthat 1 am a tradesman, obliged from the nature 


of my business to give credit, 1 hope you will pot doubt 
e that experience has qualified me to speak upon this sub- 


ject, and to speak feelingly. In forming excuses, accord- 
: ing to the common practice, the following rules are ob- 
of served : 


al 1.—That the same excuse be as seldom repeated as pos- 
sible. 

le 2—That the excuses be as various and plausible as pos- 

, sible. . 

0 3.—By way of maxim, every kind and degree of maxim 


deserves to be tried, because there is much less inconvenience 


y in postponing adebt than in paying it, and the advantages 
: of giving words and parting with money are all on the side of 
” the former. 

° To exemplify these rules, Mr. Editor, permit me to state 
t acase:—Z. Y. owes me a bill—I send it in, we shall sup- 
¢ pose, on the Ist of July; now mark the excuses in suc- 

cession. ; 

. July 1.—“* O! this is Mr. Mercer's bill ; call again any day 
. next week.” 


July 9—“ Not at home.” When will he be at home ? 
“ Any time to-morrow.” 

July 10—* Has a gentleman with him.” Waits an 
hour. “ O, ah! this is the bill; aye—hum! Look in on 
, Monday.” 

; Monday.—“ Not athome; gone to attend a parish meet- 
ing. 

Thursday.—* Leave the bill, and I'll look it over.” 

July 20th.—** There seems to be a mistake in the bill; I 
never had this article ; take it back to your master, and tell 
him to examine his books.” 

July 24th.—* Just gone out.” 

July 29th.--* 1 am busy now; tell your master I'll call on 
him the first time I come into his neighbouthood.” 

August 16:h.—“ Bless me! I quite forgot to call ; this 
billis notdischarged ; bring me areceipt any time to-morrow 
or next day,” 

Vol. 55, 2C 7th, 








170 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


17th.—* Gene to Exeter, and won’t be home ‘til? ney 
month.” 

September t2th.—“* What ! did Inot pay that bill before 
I left home? Are you going farther."—Yes. “ Very well, 
call as you come back, and I'll settle it.” Calls, aud heis zone 
out on a visit. 

i6th.—“ Plague on this bill! I don’t belteve 1 have 
much cash in house. Can yon give me change fot a one 
hundred pound note ?”—No. “ Then callin as you pass to. 
morrow.” 

17th— Not at home.” 

25th.—Appoint a day !—“ D—me, what does your master 
méan? Tell him Pi call upon him, and know what he means 
by such a message.” 

October 14th.—* What! no discount !’"—Sir, it has been 
due these two years. “ There's your money then, but you 
may depend on its being the last you will ever receive from 
me; your impertinence has been quite disgusting.” 

Aud here ends the payment of 91. 14s. Gd. with the loss 
of a customer! As my fellow shopkeepers labour under the 
same hardships in this respect as myself, | hope you will 
not refuse this humble statement of our case ; and if it pro- 
duce the payment of any oue bill, which I am now hunting 
after, you will merit the hearty thanks of, Mr. Editor, your 


constant reader, 
WILLIAM REMNANT. 





Spanish Ceuellies in South America. 


VERY arrival from the West Indies, announces the continua. 

_4 tion of unexampled horrors and acts of craelty in Spanish 
America ; and every account concurs in stating, that the civil 
discard rages with unabated fury. The retaking of a town by 
the Spaniards is now asignal for the indiscriminate murder of 
its inhabitants. Boves, the oppressor of Caraccas, on lately 
entering Cumana, put the men, women, and children, to the 
sword ! What will be the end of these repeated massacres, 
and what will be the state of the country when they are 
over? We have often shed the tear of sensibility over the 
conquest of South Columbia: what will our children say, 
when they read what is now passing in the !Oth century, atid 
inthe face of England, who, in some measure, stands as the 
worthy uippire of the world? This is a war of brigandage, 
the stages of which, eye witnesses say, posterity will supposé 
as fabulous. These horrors are even increased by their repetl- 
tion in the Spanish prints of Mexico, Cadiz, Xc, but the wir 
fortune 
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fortune)is, they seldom meet the eye of the British public.; yet 
from what is going on io Spain, we may infer what they are on 
the other side the water. 

la Mexico, Venegas, by a public decree, enacted that “ all 
insurgents were to be instantly shot, and only allowed time to 
say ashort prayer ;” and even a lieutenant commanding 25 men 
was authorised to execute this decree. The consequence has 
been that thousands vf Indians and Creoles have been put 
to the sword in cold blood, in exactly the same manner as 
by Cortez. General Calleja informed the viceroy of Mexico 
thatin the affair of Aculco, in which he lost one man, and 
two wouuded, he put to the sword five thousand seduced 
[adians, and that their total loss was ten thousand : the most 
of those were Indians kneeling for mercy !! ‘The same general, 
in Guauaxoato, put fourtecn thousand old men, women, and 
children, to the sword, and desiroyed the city, because the in- 
surgent army had there taken up its quarters, but by a retreat 
had eseaped his fury ! General Oruz, by public decree, ime 
posed death on whomsoever “ should have in his possession an 
ax ora small kuile ;” adding, “ that every town shall be deci- 
mate), and every tenth person shot, where any intercourse has 
beev had with insurgents, even though it has been between 
father and son.” 

Had these been threats only consigned to paper, had 
they been the hasty breathings of revenge, but barren 
in deeds, they might perhaps have been overlooked by 
the politician, who considers the highly increased degree 
of acrimony infused into the dispute, and the character of 
the nation from whose agents they issued. But wien we 
see the terms and latitude of such decrees carried into full 
and frequent effect; when we see threats horrid in theig 
wording, yet still aggravated by the inhuman manner in 
which they are executed ; and when we at the sane time 
consider what the South Columbians are contending for ; the 
moralist and philosopher must shudder, and exclaim with the 
venerable Las Casas, “ these Spaniards are not men, but devils 
ia human flesh.” 

Tire Vietims in the viceroyalty of Mexico alone are 
tow estimated at near a miihion of persons! and the loss in 
the other sections is proportionate to their population. In 
Caracas, the prisoners by hundreds were mutually murdered ; 
and from the time of the earthquake the whole of that pro- 
vace has witnessed excesses of cruelty surpassing those of 
Avain the Netherlands. By a late Jamaica paper it appears 
that the black hole of Calcutta has been repeated, for in 
Puerto Cavello more than fifty prisoners were put intoa powder 
magazine, without light or au, and the next morning nearly all 
found suffocated ! 

Indeed ° 
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Indeed it would not be possible, nor even desirable, -tg 
couvey an adequate idea of the horrors that have been 


J 





carrying on for five years in Spanish America ; in history they | 
have no parallel. 





FOR THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


On the Property Tav. 


A S your publication is more universally read among the 
middling classes of the people, and as they constitute 
the great bulk of the nation, L shail endeavour to convey my 


observations in language suitable to their comprehension. The | 


subject of my communication is worn thread-bare by previous 
discussion, and the “ property tax” is the stalking horse with 
the public—the vocabulary of the English language is ex- 
hausted in finding epithets sufficiently expressive of the ab- 
horrence of this obnoxious tax ; but let us recollect that abuse 
is not argument, and unless we can find weapous more con- 
ducive to our purpose, | fear our opposition would only tend 
to rivet more strongly the chain which binds us to this 
galling yoke of inquisitorial oppression. Let us trace the 
origin of this tax. 

When the great oppressor of Europe, with talents co-exten- 
sive to the magnitude of his power, threatened the subjuga- 
tion of our country, finding her invulnerable in her outworks, 
he attacked her through her finances: the people indignant, 
jealous of their liberties and coastitution, patiently suvmitted 
to this imposition during the continuance of the contest. 
A tax which has been practically proved to be so odious in its 
principle, so inquisitorial in its powers, and so grinding and 
Oppiessive in its operation, can never be made palatable by 
any modification ; so true is the axiom, that what is radically 
wrong can never be made right, and therefore its resumption 
should be opposed by all the legitimate means in our power. 
County meetings are spreading, and are every where sending 
forth expressions of the public feeling ; but so important ia 
its consequences would be the renewal of this tax, tat the 
writer would recommend district meetings of the parishes as 
the most convement mode of collecting siguatures, and une- 
quivocally expressing the public sentiment; the result of 
these meetings communicated to the county, and attached to 
ageneral petition, and the members be instructed to sup- 
port it,and the people should collectively and individually 
pledge 
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themselves not to vote in future for any member who 
sanctions the minister in the continuance of it. 
C. 
CotyTon, February 6. 





THE FLOATING WONDER. 
[From Taylor’s Mystery of Ghosts.] 


HE bridge over the river Usk, near Caerlon, in Wales, is 
formed of wood, and very curiously constructed, the 

tide rising occasio rally to the almost incredible height of fifty 
or sixty feet. The boards which compose the flooring of 
this bridge being designedly loose, in order to float with the 
tide, when it exceeds a certain heighf, are prevented from 
escaping only by little pegs at the end of them; which 
mode of fastening does not affoid a very safe footing for the 
traveller, and some awkward accidents have been known 
to arise from this cause. ‘The following singular adven- 
ture occurred about twenty yearssince to a female of the neigh- 
bourhood, as she was passing it at night. The heroine in ques- 
tion was a Mrs. Williams, who bad been to spend a cheerful 
evening at a neighbour's house on the eastern side of the 
tiver, aud Was returning home ata decent hour. The night 
being extremely dark, she provided herself with a lanthorn 
and candle, by the assistance of which she found ber w.y to 
the bridge, and had already passed partof the dangerous struc 
ture, when she unfortunately trod on a plank that had by 
some accideut lost the tenons originally fixed to the ends of 
it,and had shipped from its proper situation; the faithless 
board yielded to the weight of the good lady, who was 
rather corpulent, and carried ber through the flooring, with ber 
candle and Janthorn into the river. Fortunately, at the moment 
of falling, she was standing in such a position, as gave 
her aseaton the plank similar to that of a horseman on 
hisnag. It may be easily imagined, that Mrs. Williams 
must have been dread fully alarmed at this chan, ve of situ: tien, 
as well as the difference of clement. Blessed, however, with 
great presence of mind, and a patient endurance of evil, 
the good lady was not overwhelmed by her fall, but steadily 
maintained her sea: on the board ; taking care, at the 
same time, to preserve her candle lighted, rightly suppos- 
ing it would serve as a guide toauy one who might be willing 
toassist her, Thus bestriding the plank, our heroine was hur 
ned down the river towards Newport, the bridge of which, 
she 
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she trusted, would stop her progress, or that she might alary 
the inhabitants with her cries. In both her hopes, how. 
ever, she was disappointed ; the rapidity of a spring tide 
sent her through the arch witi the velocity of aB arrow dis. 
charged from a ‘bow, and the good people of the town had 
Jong been wrapped in slumber. Thus situated, her pFOspect 
became each moment more desperate; ber candle was 
nearly extinguished ; and every limb so benumbed with cold, 
that she had the greatest difficulty in keeping her sadiile, 
Alveady she had reached the mouth of the Usk, and was on 
the point of encountering the turbulent waves of the Bristol 
Channel, when the master of a fishing boat, who was retarm- 
ing fiom his nightly toils, discovered the gleaming of her 
taper, and hearing her calls for assistance, though he at first 
thought her a witch, yet ventured to approach this floating 
wonder, and happily succeeded in rescuing Mrs. Williams 
fiom a watery grave, aud bringing her ia satety to the shore ix 
his boat. 





ON HAND-WRITING. 


TO THE EDITOR, 


Sir, 


HAs D-WRITING may be defined, the result of the par- 
ticular habit a person has of guiding his pen in the forma- 
tion of letters and words, Perhaps nothing more strikingly 
exemplifies the force of habit, from the difficulty a person finds 
in disguising hisown hand, or in imitating that of another. 
Not only do courts of justice rely on this for evidence in 
the most serious cases ; but the paper credit of the mercan- 
tile world, and business of all kinds, both public and private, 
depend on it, and trust to its authenticity. The marks of a 
good hand, (or hand-writing) are, that it be easily read, and 
quickly written. Where so much is to be done, as litle 
ume should be lost in the doing as possible. In keeping ac- 
counts neatness is very desirable, as tending to exactness and 
ready comprehension : but, except in cases wherein notice 
is to be attracted by ornament, all flourishing becomes in- 
cumbranece. There is much of this in the hand-writing of 
most people. Schoolmasters wish to shew off their art; and, 
40 consequence, their scholars are taught to waste much 
time, and spoila great deal of paper by the Jong tops and 
tails of their letters. ‘The size and form of the characters should 
be such, and no kuger, than what most easily join to each 
_ other, 
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oiber, preserving at the same time the requisite distinctness. 
Inthis the fuult of most people, in setting theit letters along 
the line attoo great a distance, ought to be avoided. The 
jess space to be passed over, the quicker will be the progress. 
About half the smuil letters in the alphabet have tops or tails, 
or both. All the capitals rise above the body of the small 
ones, and some stretch also below. If the capitals, tops, and 
tails, proceeded po lurther above or below than through aspace 
ne more than equal to the size of the bodies of the sinall 
letiers, a person so doimg would write that in half the time 
which another would take who flourisbes his capitals, tops, aud 
wils, in the usual way, two or three times longer than they 
need to be. This is submitted as a hint for reform in bande 
writing. 

It were a thing much to be wished that a new set of charac- 
ters were to be invented, of the simplest forms possible, com- 
patible with distinctness ; the least complicated to stand for 
the letters which most often recur. According to the printers’ 
grammars, they stand in the following order : e comes oftencst 
into use ; then i, t, a, n, o, bi, s, r, d, |, u, im, f, c, y, b, p, g, w, 
v, kj, q, X, Z, &c. in a train as here mentioned. By a care- 
ful adoption of straight lines and curves, placed perpen- 
dicularly, horizontally, and sloping to right and left, the most 
frequently recurring characters might be simply expressed, 
leaving the combinations to represent those which come seldom 
into use. Suppose, a straight perpendicular line; a straight 
horizontal line ; a straigiit line, sloping from right to left; a 
straight line, sloping from left to right; an upright curve, 
concave towards the left; an upright curve, concave towards 
the right ; an horizontal curve, concave upwards; the same 
downwards; a curve sloping from right to left, concave upwards; 
the sume downwards ; a curve sloping from left to right, cone 
cave upwards ; the same downwards; two curves joined, or 
acypher ; a perpendicular line with a loop at the betiom 
on the left side ; the same on the right side; the same at the 
top on the left side ; the same on the right side; a straight 
line, sloping from left to right, with a lodp at the bottom 
on left side; the same on the right side; the same at 
the top, left side ; the same at the right side; a straight line, 
sloping from left to right, with a loop at the top on the left 
side; thesameon the right side; the same, with a loop at 
the top on the left side; the same on the right side ; straigh: 
lin %, horizontal and perpendicular, crossed; the same slo»- 
itz from right to left, and from left to rights crossed. 

The reader by arranging the leuters in the order noted; 
and potting the marks respectively under them, may try 
a few words by the new characters, and judge of the pros- 
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pects of utility, when habit shall have rendered the use of then 
exsy. Short-hand writers seem to have gone on a similar! 
plan. | 


W. D, 








REFLECTION. 


I E who betrays another’ssecrets, because he has quarrelled 

with him, was never worthy of the sacred name of 
** friend ;” a breach of kindaess on the one side, will Not justify 
a breach on the other. 





Awful Results of the War. 


HE German journals contain the following sketch of 
the loss of men, owing to the wars of Buonaparte, 
since 1802: First, the war of St. Domingo, from 1801 to 


1806, carried off 60,000 French soldiers and sailors, at 


least 50,000 of the white inhabitants of the island, and 
50,000 negroes. Secondly, the maritime war with Eng- 
Jand, from 1802 to 1814, cost the two parties and their 
allies at least 200,000 men. Thirdly, the winter campaign 
of 1803 to 1804, which was short but very bloody, rob- 
bed the belligerent powers of 150,000 men. Fourthly, the 
war in Calabria, from 1805 to 1807, destroyed 100,000 men, 
Fitthly, the war in the north, from 1806 to 1807, 300,000 men, 
Sixthly, the war in Spain, the most murderous of all, from 
1807 to 1813, carried off 2,400,000 men. 

It will not be rating too high the annual loss which this 
Jast war occasioned, as well to the French and their allies, 
as to the Euglish, the Spaniards, and the Portuguese, whether 
in battles or sieges, by contagious diseases, assassinations, 
or other disasters, to estimate it at 200,000 men. Seventhly, 
the campaign in Germany and Poland, in 1809, swept 
away 300,000 men. Eighthly, the campaign of 1812, cost 
Fiance and her allies 500,000 men, and Russia $09,000, in 
battles, in hospitals, and in towns and villages which were 
burnt, besides 200 000 Poles, Germans, and French, who were 
victims of the contagious diseases resulting from famine of 
bad pnourtsl:ment. Ninthly, the campaign of 1813 destroyed 
450,000 men. Total, 4,000,000 men in 10 years, which is half 
a million annually. 

This caleulation does not include a great number of pre- 
mature deaths, caused by the accidents of war, by fright, 
cespalr, &c. 
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HUMANITY TOWARDS ANIMALS. 


HE Rev. Jolin Toup, rector of St. Martin’s, in Cornwall, 

the celebrated classical editor, presented an amiable and 
remarkable exampie of kindness to dumb animals The 
children of his tenants were restrained from taking birds’ nests 
on his extensive glebe of St. Martin’s, as well as from confin- 
ing birds in cages : the cow that bad Jong supplied his family 
wih milk was preserved from being killed, aud supported 
during her old age with the tenderest care: and the faithful 
doz, who bad for years guarded bis court-yard, when too old 
to serve the office of keeper of the premises, was admitred 
to the comforts of the parlour, which he enjoyed "till he died. 
This pleasing trait of character was associated with all the 
higher virtues. Mr. Toup was as religious as he was learned ; 
and exemplified the Christian graces, which he taught to others, 
ia his own conduct, ‘To his neighbours be was kind; to his 
servants indulgent ; and to his relations affectionate. Ue died 
January 19, 1785, not less regretted by the world of letters, in 
which he had so long distinguished himself by his profound 
erudition, than by the more confined sphere of his parishioners 
and frieads, whom he had long delighted by bis intercourse, and 
benefited by his example. 





REFLECTION. 


Saman, maintain strict temperance and sobriety, by 

a wise government of your appetites and passions : 

as a neighbour, influence and engage all around you to 

be your friends, by a temper and carriage made up of 

prudence and goodness; and let the poor have a certain 

share 1 all your yearly profits. Asa trader, keep that golden 

seutence of our Saviour’s ever before you, “ Wiaisoever 

you would that men should do unto you, do you also unio 
them.” 





A Question, by A. F. of Gluvias. 


. 


F{Avine given the area of a rectancle (40), inscribed in a 
4 given tangle whose sides are 10, 20, and 25, to deter- 
mine the sides of the rectangle ? 


Vol. 55, 2p Answer, 
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y G. K. of Steckland, to F. Postlethwaite’s Rebus, inserted the a1 
of November. 





al 


ONG, long in peace, from CARNAGE free, 
May Eurvpe rest in harmony! 


ttt Similar-answers have been received from H. Crocker, of Cocke. 
J. We. of Charmouth; N. Andrew, late of Mr. Waliis’s school at Pen. 
zance; J. Tucker, ot Coraworthy school; J. P. and I. Petvin, of Stree 
J. Channon, and R, farrant, of Ottery St. Mary; J. Davy, of Broadwin, 
sor; J- Cuoper, of Poole; S. Carveth, jun. aud J. Newland, ot Blackautog 
academy. 


sen, 


Answer, by J. Postlethwaite, of the Royal Marine Barracks, to #. Leather’s 
Charade, inserted December 5. 


Cane social love! and ever deign to dwell, 
With sweet contentment, in my humble cell ; 
On soothe! ye blisstul powers! my soul tu rest, 


And quench the seeds of HA (RED in my breast! 


(<< We have received the like answer from J. Tucker, of Cornworthy: 
school; J. Channon, of Oitery St Mary; Philomath, of Weston Zoyland; 
J. Wi. of Charmouth; E. Dunn, of Mevagissey; J. Newland, of Blackav. 
ton aca jemy; EH. P. of Shepton Mallet; R. PF. of Bridport; E. H. T. of 
Sherborne; J. Davy, of Broadwinsor; G. K. of Stockiand; S. Carveth, 
jun. J Russell, of Sidmouth ; N. Andrew, late of Mr. Waillis’s school at 
Penzance; J.P and I. Petvin, of Street; J. Wheaton, of Salcombe Regis; 
1. Boiluck, at Mr. Fiander’s school at Melcombe Osmond; and W., Bick- 
ham, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburtton. 


CHARADE, by I”. Bickbam, of Spring Gardens, near Ashburton. 


“SFT in my first the snow descends, 
And allthe works of nature blends; 
‘Then in the morn, when we arise, 
Vhere’s nothing else attracts our ¢) 
But when the bright, resplend 
Its power displays, how soon it 
My next is where the peasant hies 
When Sol surveys the lower ski 
These parts, when in conjuncion brought, 





! 4 i . 
A pliant that's poisonous Will be suugh 


CHARADE, by S. Duck, of Poole. 


WV THEN hostile armies meet with furious rage, 
: And in tremendous contiict herce engage, 
Then oft my first inflames the warrior’s breast, 
And every softer passton is supprest ; 


When thunders roll, and awful lightnings fly, 
And oceao heaves like mountains to the sky, 
While wind, and storm, and horrer, rush amain, 
‘The sailor then my second longs to gain: 


My whole’s a country, like Britannia free 
+ : “ ? 


cre 1, your servant, soon expect to be: 





Come now, ye witty bards, explain the same, 
. | 
nd let the Katertainer shew its name. 


POETRY. 
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Lines aritten by a Father, on .viewing his Sleeping Child, only Twelve 
Mouths Old 


ba te that lovely cherub smiling 
In the arms of sweet repose, 

Some pleasing vision now beguiling 
All the smart of infant wocs. 


en's 








r 
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Does it lead thee to thy father? 
There protected in his arms; 
thy: Or the fondness cf thy mother 
Shew to thee such pleasing charms? 


With what rapture am I gazing 
On thy features now so mild! 

Who can tell the fond affection 
Of the father for his child? 





None but those who share the blessing 
Can the sweet sensatx nknow; 

oe Happy jeys from hence possessing 

Makes the heart with love o’erflow. 


Ok happy child! if God should bless 
Thy fleeting days with holy zeal; 

To all thy wants “twill give redress, 
And thou wiit true contentment feel. 


When in the slippery paths of life 
Mayst thou with cautious steps goon; 

And tread the glor »us paths of truth, 
Which end in peace life’s setting sual 





Thro’ every period of thy life 
May bless‘d religion be thy guide! 
Avoid the clamorous tongue of Strite, 
And ali thy trnstin God confide! : 


Thus undisturb’d by mis’ry’s gale, it 
Which many a lovely form destroys, 

May heave: jy Hope expand thy sail, 
And watt thee to eternal joys! 


Shepton Mallet. T. BYRT. 
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JANUARY. 


Wit N the wind ble:kly blows, 

W hen it rains Or it snows, 

And all nature seems freezing and shiv’ring with cold; 

When 








THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


When the herds seek the shed, f 
When the birds droop the head, 
And the flocks, chill and cheerless, crowd into the fuld— 
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Then—in love what acharm | 
Then—true friendship how warm! 
In domestic: endearments what exquisite bliss} 
hile the fire briskly burns, 
And the circle by turns 
Receive the ecstatic, affectionate kiss! 


f\ 


Or around the gay bowl, 
In a sweet flow of soul, 
Where wit, sparkling wit, and good humour unite, 
Tho’ the wind bleakly blows, 
Tho’ it rains, or it snows, 
This, this, is the season of social delight 





ae ie iaiasimcaiaiiaiaia 
Lines suggested by the Sight of a Ruined Cast. 
[From Westail’s Day in Spring.j 


H'G# on the mountain’s steepest side 

Frowns a dark wreck of Norman pride ; 

Its t.me-struck halls of old were hung 

With blood ; spoils; and there was sung 

The victor’s praise, while yet he stood 

O’erspread with dust, and stain’d with blood: = 
Around him all his barons bold 

Stretch’d their large limbs, Herculean mould, 

Recumbent, while the runic rhymes 

Up call’d the chief of other times, 

To hear of battles lately won, C 
And glory in their mighty son. 

There oft imperial rulers sate, 

And awful, judg’d a nation’s fate: 

There oft the titled dames were wont 

‘To give the dance a sparkling front; 

And as the blushing beauties mov’d, la 
The conquering warriors saw and lov’d T 


y 

No joys, np glad triumphant sounds, C 
The wasting ruin now rebounds; h 
But from its towers the owlet’s cream ¢ 
Of breaks the neigh’bring rustic’s dream | 
And deep its mould’ ring vaults among 1 
The wily fox conceals her young. V 
Where are the sons of valour gone? , 
Where are the dames who Jovely shone? § 
They too were subject to decay, 
And the proud itne 1s swept away. 


The storied marble rais*d on high, | 
And deck’d with pagan heraidry, 
The stoned inarble scarce supplies 
A veil, to hide from vulger ey cs 
Thets aingied dust, the sole remair 
Of beauty’s and of valuur's trams. 





